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PERFORMANCE-BASED GROUPING

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND TRAINING (CET)
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Federal Vocational Baccalaureate + 
Federal VET Diploma

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING (VET) 
(= APPRENTICESHIP)
Vocational schools + training companies + inter-company
courses | full-time schools
FEDERAL VOCATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
- option 1: during the apprenticeship
- option 2*: after the apprenticeship (full-time 1 year 
   or part-time 1,5–2 years)

VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

UPPER SECONDARY
SPECIALISED SCHOOLS

ADULT BACALAUREATE SCHOOLS SECOND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOLS

PREPARATORY COURSES
FOR: 
- FEDERAL PET DIPLOMA
- ADVANCED FEDERAL 
   PET DIPLOMA

PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING (PET) 
COLLEGES

UNIVERSITIES OF 
APPLIED SCIENCES 
 

UNIVERSITIES 
INCL. FEDERAL 
INSTITUTES OF  
TECHNOLOGY 
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Specialised Baccalaureate
+ Specialised School
Certificate (4 years)

Federal VET
Certificate

Baccalaureate

Specialised School
Certificate (3 years)

 Master (5 years) 
 

Bachelor (3 years) 

PET College Degree

Federal PET Diploma
Advanced Federal PET
Diploma

PhD
Doctorate

option 2* 

option 2* 

SPECIALISED BACCA-
LAUREATE PROGRAMME

Federal VET Diploma

BRIDGE YEAR COURSES 
(10TH SCHOOL YEAR)

THE SWISS EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 

 

ISCED  
The diagram contains a link to the ISCED (Interna- 
tional Standard Classification of Education  
www.uis.unesco.org).  
The ISCED assigns an internationally defined  
code (ISCED 0 to ISCED 6) to each educational level.  
This ensures international comparability of  
educational levels. 

Degree 

Transition: 1 Baccalaureate ≥ Universities of 
applied sciences (practical training) 
2 Federal Vocational Baccalaureate ≥ 
Universities (additional qualifications)

 
Number of years

Compulsory education 
The diagram shows 
the present structure of 
the education system. 
The cantons aim at 
harmonising the structure 
of compulsory education.
www.edk.ch > HarmoS


